
 
 
Questionnaire – Hellenic Parliament 
 

1. Does your Parliament/Chamber consider the full respect of Democracy, the 
rule of law and fundamental rights, as per Article 2 TEU, necessary for good 
cooperation and mutual trust within the EU? 

Yes 
 

2. Does your Parliament/Chamber discuss annual reports on Democracy, the 
rule of law and fundamental rights? 

Yes 
 

3. Does your Parliament/Chamber have any procedure to assess the state of 
DRF annually at national level? 

Yes 
If so: 
- which bodies are vested with the power to perform this assessment or monitoring? 
 
Parliamentary committees dealing with DRF issues and assessing the situation and 
developments, either on their own initiative or on the basis of reports by competent 
services and organizations, are the following: 

 

 Standing Committees 

Standing Committee on Public Administration, Public Order and Justice 

 Special Permanent  Committees 

Special Permanent Committee on Institutions and Transparency 

Special Permanent Committee on Equality, Youth and Human Rights 

Subcommittee for people with disabilities 

Subcommittee for combating human trafficking and exploitation 

Special Permanent Committee on Parliamentary Ethics 

Special permanent committee on the penitentiary system and other forms of 
confinement of detainees 

Special Permanent Committee on monitoring the decisions of the European Court of 
Human Rights 

http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/e
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Koinovouleftikes-Epitropes/CommiteeDetailView?CommitteeId=48a7e955-0841-4713-a3f7-a63600a98cdf&period=090dd18f-dceb-4c40-8c2e-a69400eb2b76
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Koinovouleftikes-Epitropes/CommiteeDetailView?CommitteeId=687a737f-29f2-4768-8c42-68c39a4c72a1&period=090dd18f-dceb-4c40-8c2e-a69400eb2b76
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Koinovouleftikes-Epitropes/CommiteeDetailView?CommitteeId=89bd2c29-e495-4c92-961c-a626279b7d00&period=090dd18f-dceb-4c40-8c2e-a69400eb2b76
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Koinovouleftikes-Epitropes/CommiteeDetailView?CommitteeId=89bd2c29-e495-4c92-961c-a626279b7d00&period=090dd18f-dceb-4c40-8c2e-a69400eb2b76
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Koinovouleftikes-Epitropes/CommiteeDetailView?CommitteeId=4742dd94-c817-45dd-b1ab-6355b1416bd1&period=090dd18f-dceb-4c40-8c2e-a69400eb2b76
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Koinovouleftikes-Epitropes/CommiteeDetailView?CommitteeId=4742dd94-c817-45dd-b1ab-6355b1416bd1&period=090dd18f-dceb-4c40-8c2e-a69400eb2b76


Organizations and persons submitting such reports are the following: 
 
General Secretariat for Transparency and Human Rights (Ministry of Justice, 
Transparency and Human Rights) 
National Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings  
Ombudsman  
National Center for Social Solidarity 
National Commission for Human Rights 
Hellenic Association for Human Rights 
National Council for Refugees 
 
 

4. Does your Parliament/Chamber have debates on the situation of Democracy, 
Rule of Law and/ or Fundamental Rights (DRF)? 

If so: 
- how often is this debate taking place? 
- can you describe briefly if the debates are incident driven or systematic? 
- How is/ are the DRF debate(s) organised? 
- Is there a special DRF rapporteur? 
- Is/ are the DRF debate(s) based on a report? If so, who provides the report? 
 
The relevant debates in Parliament are held either in plenary, when laws are passed 
on a subject matter, as well as when parliamentary questions are asked in the 
framework of parliamentary scrutiny. Similar questions are also submitted to the 
Prime Minister, in the "Prime Minister's Hour". 
It should be noted that the Annual Report on the Situation of Human Rights in 
Greece is submitted by the National Commission for Human Rights, while the Annual 
Reports of the Ombudsman are also significant. 
 
Other relevant debates arise during legislative and parliamentary scrutiny; others are 
regular, as mentioned above, when annual reports by the relevant bodies are 
debated. Therefore, there is no MEP-rapporteur strictly responsible for the relevant 
issues. 
 

5. As National Parliaments play a key role in maintaining the necessary 
continuous debate within the common Union consensus on DRF, the DRF 
Pact proposes an interparliamentary debate. 

- How could the work of your Parliament/Chamber contribute to this annual DRF 
policy cycle? 
- How would your Parliament/Chamber ensure compliance with commitments by all 
relevant parties? 
- Would the appointment of a special DRF rapporteur in your Parliament/Chamber 
be helpful to safeguard the bottom up approach? 
 
We believe that cooperation and exchange of views with relevant bodies of the 
European Union would be particularly important. A broader debate concerning the 
level of implementation of the ECtHR's decisions (so far in our country the 



monitoring of relevant case-law and implementation is carried on, as mentioned 
above, by a special committee) will also contribute in the same direction. 

 
The Hellenic Parliament contributes to the DRF sector through legislative reforms 
and regular as well as extraordinary scrutiny through its committees, as mentioned 
above.  
 
In our view, the appointment of a rapporteur rather than a diffused DRF 
implementation control system can lead to centralization and overload. The issue 
needs to be discussed further. 
 

6. Finally, what suggestions does your Parliament/Chamber have for ensuring 
compliance with Article 2 TEU by all Member States? 
 

 
The implementation of Article 2 of the TEU and, generally, the promotion of ideas of 
democracy and human rights could be further highlighted by the creation of a 
European Museum of Democracy. Democracy is a masterpiece of humanity that has 
emerged mostly in Europe. The exhibition of functional objects that portray its 
history, to which many European cultures have contributed, would help the study 
and promotion of relevant institutions. 
Greece could find a place to host such a Museum, in proximity of the Acropolis of 
Athens. In any case though, the trans-European character of the Museum should be 
reflected in the relevant decisions for the formation and management of such a 
project and institution. 
 
 


